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HRIS ISAAK, 43, BROKE HIS NOSE seven times as a semi-pro boxer before he changed his career path to music in 1985. Based in San Francisco, he released three soulful albums before director David Lynch noticed his instrumental "Wicked Game" and put it in his film Wild at Heart. Since then he's

made four more albums (San Francisco Days, Forever Blue, Baja Sessions and the current album, Speak of the Devil) and appeared as an actor in Married to the Mob, Silence of the Lambs, Little Buddha and Tom Hanks' That Thing You Do.
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    The most recent film director to notice his work was Stanley Kubrick. Isaak re-recorded his song "Baby Did a Bad, Bad Thing" (from his 1995 Forever Blue album) for Eyes Wide Shut and is

currently travelling the world promoting both the tune and the film he described as "getting into the back of my brain".

    "I'll get onto my next project as soon as people get bored dragging me around from one TV show to the next," Isaak says. "I'll be trying to make a pretty album. I like to sing pretty. I listen to stuff like Filter and Richard Patrick sounds better than ever but angry screaming is not my forte."
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    Isaak's father had to build an elaborate storage system for his son's music collection recently. He now has shelves full of cardboard boxes, each one with a sticky press-on letter of the alphabet stuck to it. "It looks more organised than it is," he admits.

    "I have a lot of CDs, I like them because I can't scratch them," he says. "I have a lot of records and 45s too. I have a jukebox, a record player and an 8-track because you never know what format the music you like will be in.

    "I grew up in California listening to a lot of oddball stuff I got in junk shops. I'd look at 45s from certain labels - Chess, King or Swan. You stan to know which labels are good."

    When he got older, he listened to Elvis Presley ("of course"), the Beatles ("when they were a garage band and couldn't play in tune") and Roy Orbison ("I remember asking for Roy Orbison in shops and people saying, 'who?'").
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    "Now I just look for weird stuff whenever I do an instore appearance. That's what I do when I'm not on TV or surfing. I have to get at least two days a week of surfing otherwise it gets horrible." So is surfing as important as his music? "Not at all, not even my eye sight is as important as my music.

"Elvis sings great in these first sessions-and Scotty Moore, his guitar player, cuts a path through the jungle with his big ol' guitar.

"I don't know the proper album title [we do, it's The Best Of], because I bought it at a garage sale and it was in a different jacket. But I remember the songs: 'Deep Purple', 'My Blue Heaven'. This record is so pretty and so strange – it’s after Elvis and before the Beatles, a very sophisticated moment. It was also the music playing when I met my first girlfriend, Carol."
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"Why this band never made it I don't know. Maybe it was their name or their funny hair cuts... But the music gets it."
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"Richard Patrick [Filter mainman] is known for hosing down Naomi Campbell (I was there, baby), but he is so much more."
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"The harmonica-based band is a rare bird today, but long ago these folks led the way for groups like Blur and the Who. I dig 'Peg O My Heart'."
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"Beck is part country, part soul, and completely twisted. Very cool. I heard him singing across the hall in a recording studio at Capitol Records when I was mixing a record. Re was singing 'Driving Nails in My Coffin', one of my favourites.”
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"The singer [Thom Yorke] is fun to watch and hits crazy high notes. 'Creep' is very cool."
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"There's a lot more to this piece of music than 'dum dum da dum'. It goes on to a grand and florid conclusion."
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"Bo Diddley really was a gun: you can see it on the album cover. If you don't like this record, Bo will kill you."
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"Connie Francis is the best female vocalist in the world ever. This is a fact, baby, and the songs prove it. And she is a total fox - big hairdo and lotsa face paint - what's not to like? Only because of a conspiracy she is not a member of the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Go figure."

ELISSA BLAKE

Chris lsaak was last seen in the company of several dozen cheerleaders: his whereabouts is unknown.







